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This Month We

Celebrate & Thank
...the members of our church family who

prepared a total of 33 Easter baskets for the

children of FISH clients. 

Graduating this Spring?
W e’d like to recognize members of our church

family who are completing high school, college

or post-graduate study. If you or someone in

your family is graduating, please submit the

student’s name, school and degree to the

church office no later than May 15 for listing in

the June Spire.

1  Wednesday Fellowship Dinnerst

 May 7, 6pm, Social Hall

followed by Town Hall Meeting

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
May 14, 8 am, Social Hall

Women for Missions
May 14, 10 am

Strawberry Social at home of Mary Gallimore

WBC Book Group
...meets on May 28 at 2 pm to discuss The

Language o f F low ers  by Vanessa

Diffenbaugh. All are welcome!

Sympathy
...to Annie Lee and family on the death of her

husband, Chris Lee, on March 28.

Congratulations
...to Cherry & Clem Brown on the arrival of

their first grandchild, Graham Bradshaw

Brown, born in Richmond on April 16. Joan

and Brandon Brown are the proud parents.

Thank You
My family and I would like to thank our church

family for their cards of condolence, hugs,

telephone calls, and for the reception following

the lovely memorial service for Puff. Your

caring is helping us cope with our grief on the

death of Puff. 

- Jan Puffenberger and family

May Birthdays
(3) Betsy Davis, Fran W hitney (8) Joe Brinkley

(9) Kay Cheves (15) Grace Cofer, Richard

Baber, Beth W igley (18) Virginia Lee Groves 

(21) Clem Brown (25) Ralph Beckman

“What On Earth Am I Here For?”
... is a six-week, church-wide study during

the Sunday School hour beginning May 4. 

It’s not too late to join the group!

Contact Rev. Nancy Moore,

229-1217, nmoore@williamsburgbaptist.com 

Deacon of the Month
Frank Mylum is our deacon of the month for May. Frank was

born in Richmond, VA. His family moved to W illiamsburg, and

they began attending W illiamsburg Baptist Church when Frank

was nine years old. He was baptized a few years later, thus

beginning his Christian journey. Frank met Frances (Owens)

in children’s Sunday School, and they continued to “meet” at

youth programs throughout their teen years. In 1967 they were

married in the church. Their three children were also baptized and grew up

in the church, eventually making Frank & Fran the proudest of grandparents

to 8 beautiful children. Frank retired from Verizon after 37 years and now

works part-time for the Dept. of Defense.

Relay for Life
...is an annual event in W illiamsburg that honors those who have died from

cancer and celebrates those who are survivors. It will be held this year at

Jamestown High School on Friday and Saturday, May 16 & 17. The event

raises money for cancer research, information, screening and treatments.

Cathy Cross is participating again this year and is selling luminaires that will

line the track to remember or honor those with cancer. If you would like to

support Relay for Life with a donation or by purchasing luminaires, please

contact Cathy.

Can You Help?
A list of nursery volunteers is being compiled for the new year beginning July

2014 – and we need your help! Please consider helping Christine in the

nursery during 11:00 worship – usually just a few Sundays a year. To sign

up, please contact the church office or Cathy Cross (221-0689) by May 9.

WBC Hosts “Potato Drop”
Boy Scouts of Troop 155 helped unload and distribute 42,500 pounds of

potatoes to nonprofit organizations and low-income persons in the

W illiamsburg area. The 16  Annualth

Potato Drop, held April 12 in the W BC

parking lot, was sponsored by the

W esley Campus Ministry, Oxfam at

W &M and the Society of St. Andrew,

which gleans and transports the

potatoes. The W arhill High School

baseball team, W &M students and other

volunteers also divided bags into smaller

portions for direct distribution to families

in need. Organizations receiving

potatoes included Erase the Need, FISH,

Grove Christian Outreach, Gift from Ben, and the Food Banks of Central

Virginia and the Virginia Peninsula.

Memorial Butterfly Release – June 19, 2 pm
If you would like to order a monarch butterfly for release, please provide

the needed information and return to Nancy Moore no later than June 1.

Cost per butterfly: $8. Checks payable to W BC,  marked for “Butterfly

Release.”
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Dear Church Family,

After the Revolutionary W ar, the Marquis

de Lafayette returned to France and

resumed his life as an aristocratic planter.

Crop failures in 1783 led to a very sparse

harvest in most of Europe, and many

people were on the verge of starvation.

Lafayette's estates at Chavaniac, however, were largely

unaffected and the bailiffs had managed to fill their barns

with wheat. Noting their ability to make huge profits, a bailiff

observed, "The bad harvest has raised the price of wheat.

This is the time to sell." Lafayette thought about the hungry

peasants in the surrounding villages. "No," he replied, "this

is the time to give."

(http://pawprints.kashalinka.com/anecdotes/lafayette.sht

ml).

W ith Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection fresh on our

hearts and their lessons fixed in our minds, we return our

focus to discovering our way forward as a church. W hile the

cross speaks of self-sacrifice, the open tomb speaks of

God’s empowering purpose of redemption.

As a church we have been asking, especially during this

interim period, what is God’s purpose for us as a church?

This may be different from OUR purposes, which may be

as numerous as our membership. So, what do you think is

God’s purpose for us? Do we really believe that more than

anything else, God wants us to preserve our brick and

mortar? To maintain buildings? To keep our doors open?

Does it matter to God if bushes get trimmed? Or cut? Jesus

died on a tree, but FOR a tree? No.

God does not seem to be keen on the historic

preservation of architecturally significant places of worship.

This is not to say that preserving our sanctuary is not a

worthy goal, but our purpose? No. Not even close.

In fact, as strange as it may seem, we discover our

purpose in our willingness to lay down all we have, even our

very life as a congregation if necessary, to minister in

Jesus’ name. This shifts our primary focus from preserving

ourselves, to redeeming others. Jesus spoke of this as the

specter of the cross loomed before him. “Listen carefully:

Unless a grain of wheat is buried in the ground, dead to the

world, it is never any more than a grain of wheat. But if it is

buried, it sprouts and reproduces itself many times over. In

the same way, anyone who holds on to life just as it is

destroys that life. But if you let it go, reckless in your love,

you'll have it forever, real and eternal” (John 12:24-25, The

Message).

Applied to our circumstances, if we focus exclusively on

keeping our church going, keeping the doors open,

preserving our life as a congregation, we will surely become

the kind of self-centered and desperate people that are not

attractive to others.

On the other hand, if we place our continued existence

in the hands of our loving Heavenly Father, and focus our

energies on discovering and meeting the physical and

spiritual needs of people around us, we find purpose

beyond ourselves. It may be that others will be drawn by

what we do and the spirit of selflessness in which we do it.

So, our primary purpose is to live in faithfulness to

God, mirroring the self-sacrifice Jesus taught and

practiced.

I trust our purposes will become clearer as we proceed

through our study, “W hat on Earth am I Here For?” As you

read the chapters of this book, I am confident that you will

find much in its pages that you can affirm and put into

practice. I pray that we shall all read with open hearts and

open minds. For example, the opening statement of Day

One’s reading (April 27) is powerful: “It’s not about you.” It’s

a difficult, but necessary, lesson to learn.

I am also certain that you will find some things with

which you disagree. I will tell you plainly, that I do not agree

with Rick W arren’s assertion that everything that happens

is by God’s design. In a previous church, a woman who had

been physically abused as a child wept as she read

W arren’s assumption that this was intended by God for her.

Still, so much of what W arren says makes so much sense

and is phrased so clearly, that I believe it will bless us!

I hope you are planning to participate in this all-church

study emphasis by reading each day’s selection and

coming Sunday mornings to discuss together what we’ve

read. This shared study will bring us closer together and

provide a positive common experience we need.

Echoing the words of the Marquis, this is the time to

give. It is the time to give ourselves to the Lord and his

purpose for our church. And his purposes for us as

individuals, too!

I’ll see you on May 4, and the five Sundays following, as

we meet at 9:30 to discuss what we’ve read.

May the Lord continue to bless us with the awareness

that without him we cannot ultimately succeed and with him

we cannot ultimately fail. 

Yours and His, Jim

Notes from Nancy

W e had a wonderful lunch and great

entertainment at our April Lunch. The senior

adult choir from First Baptist Newport News

did a great job! Their choir consisted of 40

people, and they brought several guests that

came just to hear them sing. W e were

blessed to have so many attending.

W e are entering the month of May, and I am excited!

W e have several events scheduled for this month, and I

hope you will take advantage of all that is happening. W ith

extra activity in May, you might want to mark your calendar

and save the dates. May 1 is the deadline to sign up for the

Peninsula Baptist Senior Adult Spring Fling on May 8. The

cost is $15. W e can carpool to the Chesapeake. See the

flyer and sign-up sheet on our bulletin board. Our monthly

coffee is Monday, May 5, at 9 am at Panera Bread in New

Town. The next day, May 6, the bus taking us to Mt. Vernon

leaves the church parking lot at 8 am. W e will return about

6 pm. The bus will leave promptly at 8 am.

Tuesday, the 13 , we will be having a Legacy W orkshopth

in the South W ing at 1 pm. This is the time for each

participant to receive a free Emergency Record Guide and

record vital personal and financial data that one day will be

needed by your loved ones. As an added measure, your

record can be locked here at the church until it is needed.

RSVP needed by Sunday, May 11. Refreshments provided.

Elderberry Jam is our entertainment after our monthly

Forever Young lunch on May 21. Everyone is asked to bring

a covered dish.

Our Butterfly release went so well last year and was very

meaningful to so many of you. W e will have the 2  Annualnd

Memorial Butterly Release on Thursday, June 19. I will take

orders for butterflies from May 1 to June 1. The cost is $8

for each butterfly.

If you have questions or need more information, do

not hesitate to contact me.
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